


Second, community
sidewalks and trail systems
should provide safety for
pedestrians. Local jurisdic-
tions are implementing stan-
dard street cross sections
that include detached
sidewalks on both sides of

”, the street to provide safe
on-street walking areas.
Typically the sidewalk is
wide enough to accommodate more than
one person side by side on the sidewalk,
which is about 5 feet.

Off-street trail systems should be
wide enough for multi-modal uses to
safely pass one another at typically 8 to
10 feet and well-lit for nighttime safety.
Off-street trail systems should also have
intermittent access to local roads to
provide for emergency service vehicles
to access the trail in case of an accident
or another health-related emergency on
the trail corridor.

FENCING AND OTHER SAFETY TIPS

Fencing is another critical community
design challenge. Should fencing be tall,
short, solid or open? While good fences
make good neighbors, fences open and
short in style provide the best visibility
and security for a community.

Landscape size and location along
with vibrant lighting are also critical
design elements to consider when
providing neighborhoods with clear,
observable areas for residents.

Land planners and landscape archi-
tects have the tools and design principles
to make each project or community a
safe and secure place. By implementing
the principles, communities will heighten
their value proposition of safe neighbor-
hood and, as a result, attract residents
who find serenity in safety. @&

Diana Rael is a principal and partner
at the land planning and landscape
architectural firm of Norris Design
in Denver, Colorado. Email Diana at
drael@norris-design.com.
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